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previous conditions. The legend of the war as a puri-
ficatory process for which the nation should be grateful,
as a lesson of which the Revolution was merely a logical
fruition, has no hold on the German nation* It would
seem to them to be degrading the Revolution to too low
a place in the process of history* Their view of the
relations of the war and of the Revolution is quite
different* They cannot agree that the Revolution
should have less emotional emphasis put on it than the
war; they cannot see it as any outcome or lesson or
fruition from any war, however great* It appeals to
them as a thing in itself, independent, grand, tre-
mendous* They talk of it as " an event of nature/' and
perhaps in their more mystical moments as a God-given
dispensation, a revelation ; or again, they speak of it as an
immense process, going back in its origins to a time when
even the remote beginnings of the war had not been
thought of* As for the theory that this great event is a
44 gift/' bestowed by the more democratic nations of
the West through the medium of a military defeat on the
retrograde German people, I cannot remember having
seen a German writer take that seriously, unless it were
some isolated Independent speaker in the Prussian House,
who by this argument very effectively and promptly
succeeded in emptying the HalL

The Germans would only laugh if someone were to
argue that the secret propaganda initiated by us among
the rank and file of the nation had seriously helped on